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2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 7,9-11 and 14-21 . 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 4-18-00 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Michael W. Kim on September 29, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 
Amend claim 1 as follows: 

7. (Currently Amended) An appliance for opening and closing reagent container 
stoppers in a_partially or fully automaticed analysis apparatus, wherein said apparatus 
includes a oipettina-needle carrier and said appliance comprism§es: a plunger for 
opening and closing a reagent container stopper by engaging and releasing a catch on 
the reagent container stopper, the plunger movable between an at rest position and a 
working position; an automatic conveyor for moving the reagent container relative to the 
plunger, wherein the conveyor is movable in a first direction to place the plunger in a 
position to open the stopper, and wherein the conveyor is movable in a second 
direction, opposite to the first direction, to place the plunger in a position to close the 
stopper; and a structure for translating movement of a pipetting-needle carrier to the 
plunger to cause movement of the plunger wherein the structure for translating 
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movement includes means for moving the plunger in a downward direction in response 
to movement of the pipetting-needle carrier in an upward direction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 7, 9-11, and 14-21 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record does not teach he structure for translating movement includes means for 
moving the plunger in a downward direction in response to movement of the pipetting- 
needle carrier in an upward direction (claim 7) nor the limitations of claim 11 (see 
previous office action). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Watson et al. discloses a sample distribution system that 
comprises a cap removal element. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian R. Gordon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1258. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, with 2nd and 4th F off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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